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“Reflections from Cascadia” – a name sometimes used for the bio-region that 
extends from southern Alaska to northern California and from the Pacific Ocean in 
as far as the Columbia River basin and beyond. The “Pacific Northwest.”
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A poem based on Genesis 4 called “Without You.” – Dave Brauer-Rieke
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“– Back, before the dawn, 



4

��������������� ��
�����
����


east of envy, error of wrong, that’s where I wish to be.
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I want to walk a land sans time, where harmonies and life still rhyme.
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Without a past the haunts my soul, where no one dies and Abel’s whole – where I 
belong again.
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A mark burns on my brow. Imprisons me in now. Robs all possibility.
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The brand was given me in love, forgiveness breathed by winds above.
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I can’t be killed, nor can I live, without a tie to what I did. I stalk the in-between.
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City streets of Nod. Furtive glances, small iPod. What hope is there for me? –”
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If you watched the Winter Olympics you saw beautiful scenery like the pictures I just 
showed you here. Vancouver BC and Oregon are in the same bio-region. I live and 
work in a ‘First Article sort of place. The Church is small and understated in Oregon, 
but the Spirit of holiness shouts out at the top of her lungs. Everybody is ‘spiritual.’
Few people are religious.
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The forests of the Pacific Northwest . . .
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. . . especially the rainforests of the coastal regions, are what the earth wants to be.
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Along with the tropical reef communities of Australia,
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the Mediterranean or Florida Bahamas,
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and the tropical rain forests of South and Central America,
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(Tropical rain forest dweller.)
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The rain forests of the Pacific Northwest . . . 
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. . . are among the most diverse, complex, inter-dependant, flexible, adaptive and 
productive bio-regions on the face of the globe. 
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When I say that that the rain forests of the Pacific Northwest are what the rest of the 
earth wants to become I am not engaging in regional snobbery.  Rather, this is 
simply a scientific observation. In the dryer regions of Eastern Oregon lichens and 
weather break down rocks, which in time becomes a poor top soil, giving life to a 
little plant life – which in turn dies, decays and begins to build a somewhat richer 
humus, which in turns welcomes more life, more diversity, dying and building richer 
top soil, welcoming larger plants, animal life and more . . .
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. . . until eventually they become a wonderfully complex, wet, green, abundant world 
where life grows upon life . . . 
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. . . and young and old celebrate the wonders of God together. This is what the 
earth does in response to God’s command to “be fruitful and multiply.”
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Now, when we cut the earth open,
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. . . and endeavor to insinuate a mono-culture on the world – we enter into a war 
with Nature.
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Understand that this is a metaphor. I am not against farming or farmers and I am 
not against logging, fishing or other forms of resource management . . .
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But there is a price to be paid - a richness which may never be regained – and so 
we begin to understand Cain’s loss and lament.
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The ELCA – and American Lutherans historically - have been a wheat field church. 
This is both a metaphor and a reality. As such we have been productive and 
beautiful. But what this also means is that we distinguish between grain and chaff, 
wheat and weeds. What it means is that we do not trust diversity, we want a 
consistent crop. What this means is that we believe the kingdom of God is a new 
and improved matrix for life, and that it makes sense to us to go to war with 
Roundup and Rototiller to defeat the old and make room for the new.
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In a First Article world like the one in which I live none of this makes sense. There 
are no weeds in the rain forest. The chaff is never wasted. Diversity is not only 
trusted but understood to be a sign of health and wholeness. A Second Article 
Church which sees itself as a new matrix replacing the glories of God’s Creation is 
not only pointless, but an active evil in the eyes of First Article –and First Nation -
people. 
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Language such as “fields ripe for harvest” is offensive to the people I most want to 
reach with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
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A church that wants to sit around a campfire singing about being ‘fishers of men’ is 
out of touch with my world and the deepest felt concerns of so many where I live. 
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Out of love and respect my children may come to my church, but they will not 
cultivate it. It doesn’t make sense to them.
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First Article people do not trust uniformity and they don’t want a mono-cultural 
community of faith with a flat, single dimensional spirituality.
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Our work force of today get enough of that in their daily lives – and it doesn’t seem 
to be working so well.
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I love bread, but I thirst for justice. There is cultural divide here that we are not 
addressing very well – and I do not believe this is must in my part of the church. My 
metaphor may be lacking, but the issue is very real.
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I understand that our world is changing. That was “Zen” and this is “Tao” – I get 
that. We can’t go back to the Garden. Cain’s lament is our cry. We are in bondage 
to Sin and cannot free ourselves, hopeless tied to technology. But we need a new 
language to share the old and glorious Gospel.
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Some Oregonians really like bumper stickers – it may be the only liturgy they have. 
This particular bumper sticker – “Born Again, and again, and again . . .” bespeaks 
the spirit of Oregon well.  
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However, my favorite bumper sticker is one I found on a car just two block from the 
church I served in Newport , OR. “Sorry I missed Church . . .” So what do the un-
churched think of us? How do we enter into conversation? What does the ELCA of 
tomorrow look like? That’s the question.
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Both Accompaniment and Faith based organizing are RELATIONAL.  This is the 
key.  We have to become a relational church once again!
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“There is neither male nor female, Jew or Greek, slave or free . . .” The Spirit gives 
us gifts for the upbuilding of the community. No longer do human distinctives divide 
us.
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Regional differences!
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Don’t be fooled by Facebook, blogs and Twitters. Young people seek face to face 
dialog and relationships of depth, sincerity and integrity. They know the difference!
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Membership will NOT be consistent, but a changing collage of individuals and 
families.  Individuals will more and more dip into the richness of our churches and 
then be on their way again. We have to assume mobility and shorter term presence 
and commitments. In our congregations we will not confirm the children we baptize.  
We will not marry the youth we confirm. We will not baptize the babies of those we 
marry, etc.
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First Article principles and nature lessons have a self evident integrity . . .
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. . . We must bring these and their implications into our understanding of ‘church.’
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In my world when the old passes away it does so for the sake of the new that is to 
come. When Old Growth falls the canopy has a hole in it, which allows sunlight to 
reach anew down to the forest floor.  New life!  And the fallen tree becomes the 
seed bed of tomorrow. New life! But the new that is to come is not necessarily the 
same as that which fell. Nurse logs cultivate diversity and support life of all kinds! If 
the ELCA is changing – and it is! – that which is coming may not be that which has 
been. In my world this is cause for anticipation, awe and thanksgiving.



53

�����������	
�����

�����������	
�����



6������.�1��$����
����
�%����
��&7


