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Dear Friends,

In this season of Epiphany we will hear Sunday
after Sunday Gospel text which "make it known"
that the baby in the manger is the Christ. One
of the most important ways that we make Christ
known is in the Christian fight against hunger.
Just below please see the text of an email that
was sent o every congregation in the
Northeastern Iowa Synod a few days ago. Please
ask your youth group to prayerfully ponder

how your congregation may respond to the 2010
LYO Challenge.
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Pastor Mark
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Book Review

Carolo Carretto Selected Writings Edited
by Robert Ellsberg published by Orbis

Books, 1994. See Amazon Page

Carlo Carretto served for 20 years as a charismatic leader of
the ltalian youth movement of Catholic Action. Then in 1954,
at the age of 44, he heard a call from God to "Leave
everything and come with me into the desert. It is not your
acts and deeds that | want: | want your prayer, your love." He
entered the novitiate of the Little Brothers of Jesus and in the
Saharan desert of Algeria became a 20th Century mystic.
After twenty years his "Letters from the Desert" and two dozen
other spiritual works were published. This collection offers a




buffet of his deepest spiritual wittings.

On the congregation Caretto writes in |, Carlo: "How
extraordinary the parish church is! Even when it is a twisted,
poor, old-fashioned house as mine was! We had not reached
the Council yet, and the parish church was still a sacrament-
dispensing machine and a big hodgepodge of childishness
and clericalism. But it was the meeting-place of the people of
God, and what human beings did not do the power of the Spirit
and common faith did. | many have had little faith, but the
faith of others met me along the way; unedifying examples
there may have been in abundance, but the great examples of
the poor, of the simple, and of the holy priests, were never
lacking."

On the topic of the incarnation Caretto writes in Wisdom of the
Desert "God has become human, the Word has become a
child, Immensity has accepted limitation. The infinite has
become finite. The unknowable has made himself known.
Omnipotence became a child. The immutable accepted
suffering. The perfect one took on the burden of sin. Life was
attained thorough death. Love was expressed as
resurrection. Jesus became our brother."

In his work, God is Love, Caretto addresses Christian living by
saying: "First, let us establish these premises: Those who do
not love feel superior to everyone else. Those who love feel
equal to everyone else. Those who love much gladly take the
lower place...Death for those who do not love. Life for those
who love. Holiness for those who love much."”

| find that reading the spiritual mothers and fathers of either
ancient or modern times is good for my soul as they remind
me that while it is good to work hard, Jesus does not want our
busyness He wants our hearts.

-Mark Anderson

LYO Web site: www.neiasynod.org/youth Youth Ministry Blog
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