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Survey Results

In the last issue of this newsletter was a link to a survey which asked
questions of evaluation about the newsletter and some basic questions about
communication. After a few weeks of research what did we learn?

We learned that most people who read this newsletter do not fill out
surveys! Less than 30 of 150 readers completed the survey and they were
mostly professional youth workers in this synod.

Of that sample, they all find the newsletter helpful or very helpful. They value
information about the web site and youth events in our synod. They have place
less value on opportunities about youth ministry opportunities at the colleges or
seminaries. Many people find news about the ELCA and Disaster Response
helpful. Everyone seems do like the book reviews.

Of those responding, they attended most synod youth events, can communicate
in various ways and mostly use text and postcards to communicate with their
youth.

Do you now regret you didn't participate in the survey? There is still time just
click go to...

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/JFCOQLZ

The Bishop's Summit on Substance Abuse

There are many resources already available and free which can be used by
congregations in the battle against drug abuse. These include the "Take 5"
Campaign, materials for grandparents and much more. In order to get these
resources into the hands of congregation's leaders the Bishop is calling a Summit
on
Thursday, May 20, 2010
10:00am or 6:30pm

Our presenter will be Ms. Becky Sift from the Governor's Office of Drug Control
Policy. This is a webinar which you can attend from any computer!

You must register in advance. Then you will be emailed the URL and phone
number needed to attend.

Register by email at boltec@neiasynod.org










Book Review: Luther and the Hungry Poor

Torvend, Samuel. Luther and the Hungry Poor: Gathered Fragments.
Minneapolis: Fortress Press 2008.

Well, you can't judge a book by its cover. | thought | was getting a cute small
book with clippings of Luther's works addressing social ministry. This book is
much more than that. Torvend presents a wonderful summary of Luther's
theology which is alone worth reading. But then he adds a clear explanation of
how we are saved by grace and not works and yet "works" of mercy are an
import part of the Christian life. We are indeed saved by the free gift of grace but
Holy Baptism bestows "priesthood" upon the Christian - a priesthood of service to
others exercised in the world of daily life.

I'll loan you my copy.

-Mark Anderson

Read a good book? Have something to say about it? Your book review could be
printed here; please contact Pr. Mark Anderson
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