
Jehu Jones Jr.(1786-

1852), was the first 

African descent Lutheran 

minister in the United 

States and founded one of 

the first African-American 

Lutheran congregations.  

 

The Lutheran Church 

honors Jones and his 

contributions to the  

church in the Calendar of 

Saints on November 24th 

each year. 

 

Born enslaved in 

Charleston, SC, at the age 

of 12 his father bought his family’s freedom. The Jones 

family was successful in Charleston, since Jones Sr. was 

of mixed race, allowing him to join the relatively 

privileged mulatto elite of the time.  

 

Feeling called to missionary work with freed slaves in 

Liberia, Jehu was ordained in New York in 1832. 

Returning to Charleston after ordination, he was jailed; 

South Carolina had passed a law prohibiting blacks from 

reentering the state (a reaction to Nat Turner’s slave 

rebellion).  

 

In 1833, Jones moved to Philadelphia and began his 

missionary work there among the city’s black population. 

His mission congregation, St. Paul’s Lutheran, built a 

church with assistance from nearby Lutheran 

congregations, dedicating the building in 1836. 

Community leaders described by Jones as “respected 

white gentlemen” (BlackPast.org) in 1838 promised to 

pay the balance of the church’s mortgage on the condition 

that the ownership of the building was signed over to 

them.  The promise was broken and the balance unpaid, 

resulting in 

foreclosure. The 

property sold in a 

sheriff’s auction in 

1839.  

 

Pastor Jones and St. 

Paul’s Lutheran 

Church worked to 

improve the living 

conditions for 

Philadelphia’s 

African Americans. 

They encouraged 

people to petition 

city authorities for 

black civil rights, and were part of the American Moral 

Reform Society and Improvement Society.  

 

Jones was also involved in state politics, and the 

national Colored Conventions Movement, a series of 

national, regional, and state conventions held 

irregularly through out the 1800s.  Convention 

delegates consisted of free and formerly enslaved 

African Americans who were religious leaders, 

businessmen, politicians, writers, publishers, editors, 

and abolitionists. These meetings provided a structure 

for black male leadership and the pursuit of black 

abolitionist goals. 
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St. Paul Lutheran Church building most recently 

Mask and Wig Club house. Image source Library of 

Congress. 

 DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

 How does the story of Pastor Jehu Jones Jr. influence your image of 

the Lutheran Church membership in early America?  What 

implications does this story have for Northeast Iowa today? 

 Some Christian denominations organized their church membership 

based on race i.e. African Methodist Evangelical AME, National 

Baptist Convention USA, Church of God in Christ.  Why would that 

organization continue?  

 Why might other racially minoritized groups not have similar 

denominational divides?  

REFERENCES 

Fate, M. (2014, April 16). BlackPast.org.  https://www.blackpast.org/

african-american-history/jones-jehu-jr-1786-1852/ 

 

Wikipedia https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?

title=Jehu_Jones&oldid=1187522154" 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Whipper 

 

Yee, Shirley J. (1992). Black Women Abolitionists, A Study in Activism, 

1828–1860. Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press. p. 143. 

ISBN 0870497367.  

 

“Who is Jehu Jones” https://jehustable.org/what-is-a-jehu%3F# 

 

April  2025 


