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News & Updates

The Gathering Expedition

October 30th - November 1st
Camp Ewalu

Attention Youth Leaders! Registration for the Gathering Expedition
is open, and now is the time to save a spot for you and your youth
group. We are inviting you to register now, with the option of adding
the names of the kids who will attend after your fall programing
kicks off. First 10 youth leaders who register will receive a free
Image More t-shirt. Save your spot today by registering below.

Register



The synods of Region 5 ( Illinois, Iowa, Wisconsin, and the Upper
Peninsula of Michigan) are collaborating to present annual
boundaries education for active rostered ministers and SAMs. The
purpose of this collaboration is, in part, to show a shared
commitment to boundaries education across the region, to create and
sustain professional ministry leadership in our synods, for safety in
our communities of faith, and to pool our resources to offer high-
quality educational events.

Learn More & Register

Lutheran Disaster Response

Catastrophic flooding, dangerous heat waves, and wildfires are
forcing people from homes, leaving vulnerable neighbors at risk, and
threatening lives, homes, and communities. Lutheran Disaster
Response is the ELCA's ministry to accompany disaster survivors.
Your support helps meet immediate needs such as food, shelter, clean
water, and recovery possible. Will you consider a gift to Lutheran
Disaster Response? Click below to learn how to give.

How to Give

ELCA Worship Resources



“Creation in Christ” worship resource
As you consider observing “Creation in Christ” (or “Feast of
Creation”) this September, a new worship resource provides liturgical
texts, a preaching help and music suggestions. This resource is
available in Word or PDF format.

God’s Work. Our Hands worship resources
Congregations are encouraged to celebrate “God’s work. Our hands.”
on Sunday, Sept. 13. Worship resources and several other resources
are available to support your congregation's local observance.

Theological Conference 2026: Bridges & Tables

Rostered leaders, SAMs, and ministry partners across Northeastern
Iowa are invited to gather for the 2026 Fall Theological Conference,
held October 4–6, 2026, in Cedar Falls at St. John’s Lutheran
Church.

Register

One Year To Live Retreat
October 23-25, 2026

Learn More and Register!



Brochure

Prayers

Prayers and Support for the Postville Community
From Bishop Kevin Jones

Many of you have heard reports of the devastating fire at the Agri Star meat
processing plant in Postville. Early indications suggest that the facility may be a
total loss. As a result, hundreds of workers and their families are facing
tremendous uncertainty regarding their livelihoods and future.

This tragedy impacts not only those employed by the plant but also the wider
Postville community. The effects of this disaster will likely be felt throughout the
region in the days and weeks ahead.

I am grateful for the leadership of Pastor Lynn Noel and the congregation of St.
Paul Lutheran Church in Postville, who are already working alongside other
local faith leaders and community partners to support those affected. Lutheran,
Roman Catholic, and Presbyterian clergy are in communication and collaborating
with community leaders, social service organizations, and emergency response
partners to help care for those impacted by this disaster.

How You Can Pray



Please join me in praying:

For the workers of Agri Star and their families, as they face
uncertainty and loss.

For neighbors, businesses, and community members who will

feel the effects of this disaster.

For Pastor Lynn Noel, St. Paul Lutheran Church, Pastor Daryl
Schultz, Zion Lutheran Church, Castilia, and all local
congregations serving as places of comfort, hope, and support.

For firefighters, law enforcement officers, emergency medical
personnel, and all first responders who have worked tirelessly

during this crisis.

For legal aid workers, social service agencies, clergy, and
community leaders accompanying those most affected.

For God's wisdom, compassion, and strength to sustain the
entire Postville community.

Support & Resources
We will be setting up a page on the synod website to share resources, prayers, and
other information as it becomes available. Please be on the lookout for that page
coming soon.

Weekly Prayers

Please join us in praying for the following leaders and ministries of
the Northeastern Iowa Synod:

Rev. Jack Gannett; Rev. Brad Hanson; Rev. Becky Sogge; Riverside
Bible Camp, Story City; Rev. Martin Lohrmann; Rev. Dan
Christensen; Rev. Ann Fritschel

Bishop & Staff Updates

Meetings with Rostered Ministers
Communications Gathering
Staff Meetings



Check out the events calendar on the website for
detailed information on meetings and events.

Global Church Together Network
August 13, 2026 Online

Racial Justice Advocacy Network
August 13, 2026 Online

Global Church Together Network
September 10, 2026 Online

Racial Justice Advocacy Network
September 10, 2026 Online

Theological Conference 2026: Bridges & Tables
October 4-6, 2026

St. John Lutheran Church Cedar Falls, Iowa

Global Church Together Network
October 8, 2026 Online

Racial Justice Advocacy Network
October 8, 2026 Online

One Year To Live Retreat
October 23-25, 2026

Gathering Expedition
October 30-November 1, 2026

Camp Ewalu, Strawberry Point, Iowa



2027 ELCA Youth Gathering
June 28-July 2, 2027

Minneapolis, Minnesota

2028 ELCA Churchwide Assembly
August 7-11, 2028
Des Moines, Iowa
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