
A Matter of the Heart 
 

 

Luke 12:32-34 
 

32
 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your father’s good pleasure to 

give you the kingdom.  
33Sell your possessions, and give alms.  Make 

purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in 

heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys.  
34For where 

your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
 

What are the good news words and phrases you hear in verse 32? 
  

What do you think Jesus means by these words and phrases? 
 

How do you understand the gift of God’s Kingdom? 
 

Why do you think Jesus talks about selling our possessions? 
 

Four-year-old Taylor seemed to ‘get it’.  He came to the church after school program and 

gave his teacher a plastic baggy with pennies, nickels, dimes, and even some quarters.  

“This is for the church and I’m giving it to you” he announced.  Barbara, the teacher of 

Taylor’s class, wanted to be sure his gift was parent approved so later that evening she 

called his home.  The mother of the young boy told Barbara that the previous evening she 

had read the book “The Quilt Makers Gift” to Taylor before tucking him in and turning 

off the light.  At the conclusion of the story however, Taylor emptied his piggy bank on 

the bed.  He asked his mom if he could keep two of the coins and give the rest to the 

church “because the church helps people.” 

 

What do you see as the connection between treasure and heart? 
 

 What is it that you most treasure in your life?  How does that impact your 

heart, your priorities, your perspectives and your behavior? 
 

Which comes first the treasure or the heart? 
 

Prayer 

Lord, you are the power, the glory, the splendor and the majesty, for 

everything in heaven and on earth is yours.  Help us to receive your gifts 

with open and grateful hearts.  Teach us to serve as caretakers and trustees of 

what you have given us.  Guide us to grow in seeing that all things come 

from you.    Amen 



Genuine Love 
 

 

God’s love made known 
7 Now as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in 

knowledge, in utmost eagerness, and in our love for you—so we 
want you to excel also in this generous undertaking.  8 I do not 
say this as a command, but I am testing the genuineness of 

your love against the earnestness of others.  9 For you know the 
generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, 

yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty you 
might become rich.  II Corinthians 8:7-9 

 
What an affirmation of the Christians in Corinth.  What are some of 

the affirmations that could be said about you and about your 

congregation? 

 

What are some of the generous undertakings in which your 

congregation is currently involved? 

 

Why do you think Paul wants to be clear that he is not making a 

command? 

 

Our love made known 
Real love makes itself known in our behavior.  In I Corinthians 13  

Paul Writes 4 “Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or  

boastful or arrogant 5 or rude.  It does not insist on its own way; it  

is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but  

rejoices in the truth.” 

 

What does it mean for Paul to “test the genuineness” of the 

Corinthians love? 

 

Stewardship – lip service/life service?? 

 



Faithful Stewards of Abundance 

 

 

Abundance:  plentiful supply or quantity 

 
6
 “The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 

the one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.  
7
 Each of you must 

give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 

God loves a cheerful giver.  
8
 And God is able to provide you with every 

blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you 

may share abundantly in every good work.  
9
 As it is written, ‘He scatters 

abroad, he gives to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.’  
10

 He who 

supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your 

seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness.  
11

 You will 

be enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will produce 

thanksgiving to God through us;  
12

 for the rendering of this ministry not 

only supplies the needs of the saints but also overflows with many 

thanksgivings to God.  
13

 Through the testing of this ministry you glorify God 

by your obedience to the confession of the gospel of Christ and by the 

generosity of your sharing with them and with all others,  
14

 while they long 

for you and pray for you because of the surpassing grace of God that he has 

given you. 
15

 Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! II Corinthians 9:6-15 

 
How do you respond to the statement... 

 “No one ever loses because they are generous.” 

 

What do you think Paul means in verse 7? 

 

How can we acknowledge the truth of verse 8, “God is able to give 

you more than you need.”? 

 

Using the analogy of seed planting, verse 10 reminds us that it is God 

who supplies the seed and makes it grow.  It is God who produces the 

harvest and gives us bread to eat.  God is in the process every step of 

the way. 

 

Verses 11-13 tell us that our generosity will produce what results? 

 

 “...the surpassing grace of God that he has given you.”  means what? 

 

What is the indescribable gift for which Paul gives thanks? 



A Jesus Encounter 
 

 
1 He (Jesus) entered Jericho and was passing through it.  2 A man 

was there named Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was 

rich.  3 He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on account of the 

crowd he could not, because he was short in stature.  
4So he ran 

ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see him, because he was 

going to pass that way.  5 When Jesus came to the place, he 

looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for 

I must stay at your house today.”  6 So he hurried down and was 

happy to welcome him.  7 All who saw it began to grumble and 

said, “He has gone to be the guest of one who is a sinner.”  8 

Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, “Look, half of my 

possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded 

anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as much.”  9 Then 

Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, 

because he too is a son of Abraham.  10 For the Son of Man came 

to seek out and to save the lost.”  Luke 19:1-10 

 

 
What does this text tell us about Zacchaeus? 

 Who is he? 

 What does he do?  What are the implications of what he does? 

 How do others view him?  How do others view Jesus? 

 What does Jesus see? 

 

 

What does this encounter tell us about Jesus? 

 

 

What happens to Zacchaeus as a result of this face to face with Jesus? 

 

 

How might we translate this Jesus/Zacchaeus encounter into our life? 

 

 

How can we help others into a face to face meeting with Jesus? 



Prodigal Son / Prodigal FatherProdigal Son / Prodigal FatherProdigal Son / Prodigal FatherProdigal Son / Prodigal Father            
    

LLLLuke 15: 11uke 15: 11uke 15: 11uke 15: 11----31313131    
The Parable of the Lost SonThe Parable of the Lost SonThe Parable of the Lost SonThe Parable of the Lost Son    

        

  
1111555511111111Jesus continued: "There was a man who had two sons. 12121212The younger one said to his father, 'Father, 
give me my share of the estate.' So he divided his property between them.  

 13131313"Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there 
squandered his wealth in wild living. 14141414After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that 
whole country, and he began to be in need. 15151515So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that 
country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16161616He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the 
pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.  

 17171717"When he came to his senses, he said, 'How many of my father's hired men have food to spare, and 
here I am starving to death! 18181818I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and against you. 19191919I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your 
hired men.' 20202020So he got up and went to his father.  
      "But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he 
ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.  

 21212121"The son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to 
be called your son.[a]'  

 22222222"But the father said to his servants, 'Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his 
finger and sandals on his feet. 23232323Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let's have a feast and celebrate. 24242424For 
this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' So they began to celebrate.  

 25252525"Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and dancing. 
26262626So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. 27272727'Your brother has come,' he 
replied, 'and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.'  

 28282828"The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him. 
29292929But he answered his father, 'Look! All these years I've been slaving for you and never disobeyed your 
orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 30303030But when this 
son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf 
for him!'  

 31313131" 'My son,' the father said, 'you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 



Some important definitions:Some important definitions:Some important definitions:Some important definitions:    
    

ProdigalProdigalProdigalProdigal::::    GenerousGenerousGenerousGenerous::::    
     1. adj.       1. adj.       1. adj.       1. adj.  lavish; wasteful;lavish; wasteful;lavish; wasteful;lavish; wasteful;        1.  adj.  1.  adj.  1.  adj.  1.  adj.  free in giving;free in giving;free in giving;free in giving;    
     2. bountiful;     2. bountiful;     2. bountiful;     2. bountiful;        2.  liberal;2.  liberal;2.  liberal;2.  liberal;    
     3.  n. a spendthrift     3.  n. a spendthrift     3.  n. a spendthrift     3.  n. a spendthrift        3.  ab3.  ab3.  ab3.  abundant undant undant undant     
    
Who would you describe as lavish?Who would you describe as lavish?Who would you describe as lavish?Who would you describe as lavish?    

Who would you describe as wasteful?Who would you describe as wasteful?Who would you describe as wasteful?Who would you describe as wasteful?    

    

Describe the key characters in the parable:Describe the key characters in the parable:Describe the key characters in the parable:Describe the key characters in the parable:    

Father Father Father Father –––– gracious, loving,  gracious, loving,  gracious, loving,  gracious, loving, patient,patient,patient,patient,        

               generous in mercy and abounding in steadfast love               generous in mercy and abounding in steadfast love               generous in mercy and abounding in steadfast love               generous in mercy and abounding in steadfast love    

Youngest Son Youngest Son Youngest Son Youngest Son –––– greedy, selfish greedy, selfish greedy, selfish greedy, selfish, , , , selfselfselfself----absorbedabsorbedabsorbedabsorbed,,,,    

               repentant and humbled               repentant and humbled               repentant and humbled               repentant and humbled    

Elder Son Elder Son Elder Son Elder Son –––– judging, jealous, resentful judging, jealous, resentful judging, jealous, resentful judging, jealous, resentful    
    
    
What does this parable help us to learn about the heart of God and what What does this parable help us to learn about the heart of God and what What does this parable help us to learn about the heart of God and what What does this parable help us to learn about the heart of God and what 
God desires for God’s people?God desires for God’s people?God desires for God’s people?God desires for God’s people?    
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