
August 6, 2026

News & Updates

Postville Fire Response

The Northeastern Iowa Synod is working in partnership with Zion
Lutheran, Castalia, and St. Paul Lutheran, Postville, to provide
immediate and long-term relief for those affected by the fire at the
AgriStar processing plant. Monetary donations received by the Synod
will help provide food, household supplies, hygiene products, rent
and utility assistance, support for caregivers, and more as directed by
congregational and community coordinators. The NE Iowa Synod is
also partnering with Lutheran Disaster Relief (LDR) to provide
additional emotional care, spiritual care, and stress reduction
programs in the coming months. 100% of your donation will go
directly to those in need.

How To Give



The Gathering Expedition

October 30th - November 1st
Camp Ewalu

Attention Youth Leaders! Registration for the Gathering Expedition
is open, and now is the time to save a spot for you and your youth
group. We are inviting you to register now, with the option of adding
the names of the kids who will attend after your fall programing
kicks off. First 10 youth leaders who register will receive a free
Image More t-shirt. Save your spot today by registering below.

Register

The synods of Region 5 ( Illinois, Iowa, Wisconsin, and the Upper
Peninsula of Michigan) are collaborating to present annual
boundaries education for active rostered ministers and SAMs. The
purpose of this collaboration is, in part, to show a shared
commitment to boundaries education across the region, to create and



sustain professional ministry leadership in our synods, for safety in
our communities of faith, and to pool our resources to offer high-
quality educational events.

Learn More & Register

Learn More & Register



Theological Conference 2026: Bridges & Tables

Rostered leaders, SAMs, and ministry partners across Northeastern
Iowa are invited to gather for the 2026 Fall Theological Conference,
held October 4–6, 2026, in Cedar Falls at St. John’s Lutheran
Church.

Register

Prayers

Please join us in praying for the following leaders and ministries of
the Northeastern Iowa Synod:

Rev. Charlie Underwood; Rev. Randy Nielsen; Rev. Brian Julin-
McCleary; Rev. Nancy Solomonson; Lutheran School of Theology,
Chicago, IL; Trinity Lutheran Seminary, Columbus, OH; Rev. Jared
McLey

Bishop & Staff Updates

Meetings with Rostered Ministers
Fall Theological Conference Planning Meeting
Global Church & Racial Justice Network Meetings
Staff Meetings



Check out the events calendar on the website for
detailed information on meetings and events.

Global Church Together Network
August 13, 2026 Online

Racial Justice Advocacy Network
August 13, 2026 Online

Global Church Together Network
September 10, 2026 Online

Racial Justice Advocacy Network
September 10, 2026 Online

Theological Conference 2026: Bridges & Tables
October 4-6, 2026

St. John Lutheran Church Cedar Falls, Iowa

Global Church Together Network
October 8, 2026 Online

Racial Justice Advocacy Network
October 8, 2026 Online

One Year To Live Retreat
October 23-25, 2026

Gathering Expedition
October 30-November 1, 2026

Camp Ewalu, Strawberry Point, Iowa



2027 ELCA Youth Gathering
June 28-July 2, 2027

Minneapolis, Minnesota

2028 ELCA Churchwide Assembly
August 7-11, 2028
Des Moines, Iowa
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