GENEROSITY

Why is an offering part of the worship service?
The following stewardship article first appeared in the October
2017 newsletter of Holy Trinity, Dubuque, and was written by Paris
Comentino, a Wartburg Theological Seminary student who is
serving as an intern at Holy Trinity.

— Christ. We are so entangled with
God that it is impossible to separate
our gifts to God and the gifts we receive from God.
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and the fruits of our labor
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for God’s work in the world.”
This invites the church to respond with thanks to God’s
gifts by giving back to God what is rightfully God’s.

The very gift of Christ to us from God
comes to us in the form of bread and
wine, which we offer up to God from
human labor in harvesting the grapes,
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making the wine, harvesting the
wheat, kneading the dough, and baking the bread. We receive gratefully what God has given
us and offer ourselves as participants in God’s mission
for the life of the world.

The focus of the offering is in itself very practical: to
collect material goods for the mission of God’s church
and to give the minister time to prepare the altar (the
table) for the Lord’s meal. During this time we typically
sing a song, which emphasizes how humbled and grateful we are by all the gifts we have personally received
from God.
It is also very powerful and important to note that the
offering is completely entangled with the preparing of
the meal. God has given us many gifts, the gift of life itself, the gift of money, the gift of a particular skill-set —
the list goes on — but the best gift we have been given is
the gift of Christ — who humbled himself and became
human for us, even though he was rightfully divine; who
suffered a terrible death for us; and who gave us new
and everlasting life in his resurrection and ascension.
There is no better gift in this world than Christ, and
Christ invites us to gather with him around a table and
literally ‘take him in’ as we eat the bread and drink the
wine, which are his body and blood. As the plates are
being passed around and we are offering to God our
gifts, the table is being set and God is giving us an offering right back — the gift of Christ.
Anytime we gather together we are the church. Anytime
we celebrate communion, we offer to God ourselves, our
time, our talents, and our money. Then God, who never
stops giving, turns around and gives us a gift right back
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Once we have stood up in praise of God and sang (traditionally) “Let the Vineyards be Fruitful,” we join together for an offertory prayer that brings together our
offerings and the offering God gives to us at the table
of the Lord, which then leads us right into the Great
Thanksgiving.
“God of Life, you give us these gifts of the earth, these
resources of our life and our labor (the bread, wine, and
collection of monetary gifts). Take them, offered in great
thanksgiving, and use them to set a table (for the Lord’s
Supper/Communion) that will heal the whole creation.”
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