Living Faith
Dear Friends,
Let us give thanks to
God! At my house, thanksgiving is one of our favorite
holidays. We really enjoy the
gathering of loved ones for an
amazingly tasty meal of
thanks. Our traditions include having our children help
us make special thanksgiving
place cards and set the table
with our best dishes and cloth
napkins (everything seems
special with cloth napkins!).
We all take turns sharing
three things we want to thank
God for. We also read Psalm
100. In addition to our
thanksgiving day celebration,
we also try to have an attitude
of gratitude during the entire
month of November. One way
to focus on giving God thanks
is to use your November
calendar to write something
you are thankful for each day.
You can also use that idea as a
conversation starter. Ask
your family what they are
thankful for as you are
driving in your car or at the
dinner table.
May you have a blessed
thanksgiving season.
Lisa Kammerer
Deacon

GIVE THANKS TO GOD
Ideas for living thankfully
TWO KERNALS OF CORN
After dinner is cleared, but before
dessert is served, place two kernels
of dried Indian corn in front of
each person. The corn represents
the first Thanksgiving. The pilgrims
had survived a very difficult year
and were thankful that God had brought them through.
Pass around a basket. The person who holds the basket
shares two blessing he or she is thankful for.
Thanksgiving Service Projects
Food Pantry– as you are shopping for
your thanksgiving dinner ingredients,
buy extra items to bring to your local
food pantry.
Donating clothes and toys– help
your family gather, clean and
collect toys and clothes that
they have outgrown to donate
to those in need. Share our
blessings.
Thanksgiving Place Setting
Use a paint pen to write, “Thank you, God for
(person’s name)” on pressed leaves. Place
one on each plate. Simple and true.
This information is prepared for you by the
Northeastern Iowa Synod-Home Life Network
for use by families and local congregations.
For more ideas about how you can pass on faith in your homes go to:
http://www.neiasynod.org/synod_resources/YouthFamilyResources.asp

Thinking Ahead to Advent
Plan ahead and use these ideas at worship or
home.

10 Things Kids Will
Learn From
Volunteering
with You
1. We show God we love him by
caring for God’s people and
God’s world.
2. The message that one person
can indeed make a difference
in our world.
3. A lesson in empathy, respect,
and caring for God’s people.
4. Confidence as they contribute
to our world.
5. A sense of empowerment from
helping others.
6. Learning they have skills to
share and learning new skills
for the future.
7. Becoming passionate about a
cause!
8. New friends, many of whom will
be great role models.
9. The opportunity to represent
their peers in a positive way.
10. The chance to experience the
joy of giving to others!



Set up your nativity throughout advent. Start
with a manger and animals. Mary and Joseph can
travel around your room on a journey toward
Bethlehem. The shepherds are in the nearby
fields. Baby Jesus arrives on Christmas eve.
The wise men visit on Epiphany, long after the
shepherds have returned home praising God.



Decorate your sanctuary and home in steps to
create a sense of anticipation. Week 1– a
Christmas tree. Week 2– add lights. Week 3–
add garland. Week 4– add ornaments.



Have a congregational Nativity Exhibit during
Advent. Each family can bring in a nativity to
display with a few sentences about why the
nativity is meaningful to them. You can host a
community open house to view them.



Gifts for Jesus display. Create a space where
people can write acts of love, generosity, and
compassion. Use the title “Gifts for Jesus.”
Encourage people to write acts they witnessed or
did. Your display can be a bulletin board, a large
present or tree shape, or even a real tree where
people write on small paper ornaments.

TABLE TALK
Conversation Starters: Use these when you gather
for a meal or you are driving in the car.
God gives us the gift of laughter. Talk about
something funny that happened recently.
God blesses us with surprises. Talk about
something that is new and exciting this year.
God has blessed us with a beautiful world. Talk
about a place that is special to you. 
God gives us the gift of creativity. What is
something that you created this year?

