April showers bring May flowers
By Pastor Nancy Larson
ELCA Director for Evangelical Mission

“He is risen! He is risen indeed!
Live in the promises of God!”

I’m sure you’ve heard this saying many times over
the years, and I have found it to be quite true. As
I listen to the rain on the roof of my sun porch,
it seems that I can watch the grass turn green
before my very eyes. Then I think of the pot of dry
dirt sitting in my garage with very dead sticks of palm
trees shooting from that dirt. This pot sat in my living
room for quite a long time and as you may have already
surmised, I forgot to water it for a long, long, long time.
The palm trees could not survive the human-imposed
drought, and they died.
We came into the month of April on the heels of
celebrating the Easter Good News, with all the joy and
excitement still fresh—He is Risen, He is Risen indeed.
Now we come into May and ask what next, what
now? Do the April showers of grace and new life now
translate into a May filled with generosity and service?
Does the incredible victory of Jesus over sin, death and
the power of evil mean something real in our life and in
our world?

As the “April showers bring
May flowers” adage goes, it is a
statement of cause and effect.
Something happening causes
something else to happen. May
flowers don’t appear by accident. As we live in the
beauty of God’s power over death and evil and sin,
we are prompted to live as we believe—reflecting the
effect, blooming with mercy and joy and generosity.
He is risen! He is risen indeed! Live in the promises of
God!
To download this article or for more stewardship and
mission support resources, visit www.neiasynod.org/
synod_resources/Stewardship-MissionSupport.asp
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